
 
 

HEALTH PLAN COVERAGE OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
 

“It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number or for 
a limited period of time, since to all mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.”  S&H 
494:11 

 
In light of changes in health insurance, the Christian Science Provider Network (Network) thought it would be 
helpful to explain some of the changes, why the Network was created, and invite your help as we continue to bring 
Christian Science care and treatment to humanity.  

 
Health insurance has dramatically changed since the 1980’s when patients could choose individual health care 
providers and have their services covered by health plans.  Currently the “managed care” health plan system 
involves networks of health care providers that contract with the health plan to provide health services for the 
health plan’s members.   
 
After many years of research and prayer, it became evident that inclusion of Christian Science care and treatment 
in health plans would require the formation of a network.  As a result the Christian Science Provider Network, a 
Massachusetts nonprofit corporation, was created in 2012 by The Mother Church as an independent nonprofit 
organization to facilitate health plan reimbursement of Christian Science services. The Network consists of 
independent contractor Christian Science Providers (Christian Science practitioners, Christian Science nurses, and 
Christian Science nursing institutions).  The Network is open to any Christian Science provider who meets 
objective criteria required by health plans.  It does not cost anything to join the Network.   
 
Presently, Christian Science practitioners, Christian Science nurses, and Christian Science nursing institutions – 
“Christian Science providers” – are frequently faced with caring for individuals who are insured with health plans.  
Now they are being required to become “credentialed providers” of health plans.  They must bill the health plans 
(not the individual) using forms with codes. And finally, they must learn about co-pays, coinsurance and 
deductibles.  This is a major paradigm shift that is only going to become more prevalent.  The formation of the 
Network solves these issues by credentialing providers, billing electronically and resolving claims issues.  In 
addition the Network contracts with health plans for coverage of Christian Science and performs other 
administrative functions.  All of this is so Christian Science providers can focus on the healing practice.  Finally, 
the Network is committed to honoring the sanctity and confidentiality of Christian Science practice.    
For more information:  

• Visit the Network’s website:  http://www.csprovidernetwork.org 
• Email ipa@csprovidernetwork.org 
• Call: 617-510-6491 

 
How you can help 
Health insurers need to hear from you that you want Christian Science to be a part of health plans. Ask your 
employer through your Human Relations Department to include Christian Science as a health benefit in your 
employment health benefit plan. Importantly, if your health plan is an Aetna health plan, Aetna has indicated that 
it will cover Christian Science in its large employer health plans (50+employees).  Ask your employer that Christian 
Science health services be included as a benefit in your Aetna plan.  You also can watch for updates at the 
Committee on Publication, Federal Office’s website http://christianscience.com/member-resources/for-
churches/committee-on-publication/us-federal-office/(language)/eng-US regarding developments for inclusion of 
Christian Science in affordable health plans offered at the state health exchanges. 
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