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An Inspired Beginning
 “...the Christian Science movement should have places where people suffering from ills of 
 various sorts could retire for treatment, rest, and recuperation.”  — Adam H. Dickey, 1916

Janiva Toler, the BA’s Executive Director, 
and our Media Specialist, Monty Haas, 
recently spent some time talking about 
the significance of the establishment of 
The Christian Science Benevolent 
Association 100 years ago. Below are 
excerpts from their January podcast:

Janiva, I know that 2016 marks the 
kickoff of a very special year.

Yes, Monty, because 100 years ago, 
back in 1916, The Christian Science 
Board of Directors issued an announce-
ment about the formation of a new and 
important department to be known as 
The Christian Science Benevolent Asso-
ciation—establishing a “sanatorium” 
which should include provisions for 
such instruction in practical methods 
of caring for those under treatment as is 
consistent with the teachings of Chris-
tian Science.
And here we are, 100 years later, 
celebrating that wonderful unfold-
ment and blessing.

Right: West wing of the Original Building under con-
struction. Photo above shows the same perspective 
nearly a century later. Note that the adjoining Chapel 
and extension were built a few years later  (not shown).

And I know, Monty, that you and oth-
ers here at the BA have been doing some 
research into that history, and in fact, 
you told me that you had some infor-
mation to share today.

I do! There is a wonderful article that 
Adam Dickey wrote which was pub-
lished in the December 16, 1916 issue 
of the Christian Science Sentinel and I 
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“Like being with family” 
Debeth Gooding, Leasing 
Agent for The Residences 
at 910, recently shared 
some enlightening con-
versations she had with 
our residents.   

“I had lunch with some of our residents 
and asked them what they would like to 
say about living at the BA.  They spoke 
about their beautiful apartments, the 
delicious meals, as well as the fun activ-
ities that are all a part of their day-to-
day experience.  One of our residents 
spoke up and said, ‘I want people to 
know that I came here to live my life to 
the fullest.’
“Another resident that moved here last 
year said that when she told her fellow 
church members that she was moving 
to the BA, they expressed some con-
cern.  
“She reassured them that she was so 
happy to be making this move.  She 
sold a large house that she had been 
living in and maintaining all by her-
self.  She said to me that a wonderful 
sense of freedom came when she was 
able to move into her new apartment 
at the BA.  She no longer had to worry 
about home repairs, snow removal, los-
ing electricity, or driving during storms.   

She said she loves looking forward to 
each day, which includes a daily walk 
around our beautiful 24-acre campus.   
“And all of the residents spoke about 
how living at the BA is like being with 
family—surrounded and supported by 
fellow Christian Scientists.
“We have a diverse group of residents 
that have come from all areas of the 
country.  Most recently, an active cou-
ple moved in, as well as several resi-
dents that sold their homes in other 
parts of the country and moved here to 
be closer to their families.  

Residents enjoy a fun moment with Activities Coordinator Merrie Mizaras during one of their Boston-area trips

A Spiritually Inspired and Growing Community
From the Executive Director
Active and dedicated Christian Scien-
tists are the essence of the BA’s residen-
tial community. And as the Benevolent 
Association celebrates a century of heal-
ing and progress since its establishment, 
we also recognize over four decades of 
residential living in the historic Origi-
nal Building.  Nestled on a 24-acre cam-
pus, these surroundings provide an ideal 
setting for our community of spiritu-
ally minded, energetic, senior Christian 
Scientists.  

Expansion and activity
We are nearing 70% occupancy for The 
Residences at 910. What a joy to see the 
expanding group of residents with the 
abundance of activity, friendship, and 
support for each other. And what an 
opportunity to make connections with 
the many individuals who work, volun-
teer and visit the BA campus. 

Progress for The Residences at 910
• We have established 32 apartments

in our Original Building exclusively
for senior residents. Having estab-
lished a standard for our residential
apartments for carpet, paint, and
fixtures, we are working to upgrade
all remaining apartments to this
standard.

• Two years ago we received an
endowment following the closing
of Daystar Home, a residential
home for Christian Scientists in

the Boston area. This gift allows us 
to subsidize 6-8 of our residential 
apartments. This has been a long-
cherished desire of ours to be able 
to support those who have so lov-
ingly served our Cause.

• We have begun work on a number
of repairs to our Original Build-
ing. These include upgrades and
improvements to common areas—
such as the Dining Room—as
funds become available.

• We have hired a Leasing Agent to
help us lease each remaining apart-
ment as soon as it is upgraded with
the new standard.
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The Residences at 910 offers an atmosphere conducive
to individual growth and expression. • To further streamline and strength-

en management, we are advertis-
ing for a General Manager for our
Original Building who will oversee 
and manage housing for all resi-
dents and guests.

We have such gratitude for our wonder-
ful residents—as new residents arrive, 
they bring additional freshness and 
vitality to the community. They all serve 
to inspire those of us who live and work 
alongside them.

We invite you to check out our new 
website, residences910.org. Or to learn 
more, call our Leasing Agent, Debeth 
Gooding, at 617-734-5600 or email 
residences910@chbenevolent.org.

Blessings of a Healing Atmosphere
Following are excerpts from an audio 
healing testimony recently shared with the 
BA. Hear the complete audio at: 
chbenevolent.org/blessings. 

“I couldn’t have told you how I ended 
up on the ground, but there I was. I 
gathered myself up and got home, still 
thinking about the trip that I would 
be taking. As the evening progressed, I 
realized that the feeling in my arms, the 
mobility, was leaving me, and I was in a 
considerable amount of pain.

“My husband was traveling that week 
so he placed a call to Chestnut Hill 
Benevolent Association. My daugh-
ter drove me here and we spent a bit 
of time in the outpatient room. I felt 
a tremendous welcome and such lov-
ing, tender care. I knew the blessings 
of being in this healing atmosphere. 
I have enjoyed coming to the BA for 
Rest & Study and took advantage of 
that last Christmas when it was bus-
tling at home and I really welcomed 
a couple of days away. The first thing 

that I recognized was that I was going 
to be given the opportunity to be in a 
spot where I would have all reverence 
for injury replaced with a reverence for 
God. Every moment that I was here at 
the BA was an affirmation of that. 
“The loving care that was given to me 
by the Christian Science nurses was 
very extensive at the beginning—help 
with feeding, bathing, and dressing. 
There was a sling put on one of my arms 
when I first arrived. I found that in no 

Continued on Page 2

“One of these newest residents told 
her family that before she visited the 
BA, she was slightly concerned about 
moving to Boston.  However, once she 
came and visited, she knew within an 
hour that it was the right place for her.
“We offer a complimentary stay of at 
least two nights so you can come and 
see first-hand what it’s like to be a part 
of this wonderful community of fellow 
Christian Scientists.  Please call me 
at 617-734-5600 or email me at resi-
dences910@chbenevolent.org.”

From Museums to Concerts to the Beach
We asked Activities Coordinator 
Merrie Mizaras what she likes most 
about her job here at The Resi-
dences at 910: 
“I have fun with the lively group 
of residents who really like activi-
ties. I especially like being in this 
atmosphere.”
Merrie shared a small sampling of 
the residents’ favorite activities:

• Attending Wednesday noon
services at The Mother
Church, followed by a visit to
the Museum of Fine Arts.

• Visiting the Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum the third Thurs-
day of the month when they have
free concerts.

• Performing in their own produc-
tions of Shakespeare in a Box, spe-
cifically ‘The Taming of the Shrew.’

• Going to the beach! Hull is one of
our favorite spots.

• Exploring Spectacle Island in
Boston Harbor.

• Attending free talks by authors
and experts at Wellesley College.

Give us a try and 
stay two nights free!

If you want to learn more 
about living at The Residences 
at 910, or you are ready to 
book your complimentary 
two-night stay, please call:

617-734-5600
residences910@chbenevolent.org

www. residences910.org
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Spiritual and Inspired Living

• Active and dedicated Christian Scientists 
are the essence of our community

• Enjoy a vibrant atmosphere with convenient 
access to Boston’s diverse historic, cultural 
and outdoor amenities

Call: 617-734-5600
Email: residences910@chbenevolent.org
Website: residences910.org
Mail: 910 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

Ask about our two-night free stay!
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“. . . Mind measures time according to the good that is unfolded.”   — Mary Baker Eddy
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A Century of Continuity and Progress

A Volunteer Embraces the BA’s Healing Mission

Steve Carlson, a former editor for the 
Christian Science periodicals, loves to 
volunteer at the BA, and during his reg-
ular visits he often enjoys sharing music 
and humor to bring a smile and uplifting 
thought to patients.
“I’m becoming more and more aware 
of the importance of the BA’s mission 
and what goes on here—and that’s 
healing through spiritual means. And I 
think that it’s essential that there be a 
provision of Christian Science nursing 
for those who make the choice to seek 
healing through prayer in Christian Sci-
ence. There’s got to be that option, and 
the BA provides that option of Chris-

tian Science nursing at a very high level.  
So that’s one reason, and perhaps the 
main reason, why I felt that volunteer-
ing at the BA would be a good thing.”

What do you do as a volunteer?

“I read the Bible Lesson to patients 
and bring articles that I feel are help-
ful, healing articles. Sometimes there’s 
a need for something lighter, which 
might be an article, or a bit of humor if 
it’s requested, or a bit of singing. But the 
main thing is to bring them something 
that spiritually supports their healing.”
I understand that you had a healing 
here at the BA. 

“I was just about to begin reading for 
almost two hours straight, and then 
I felt very ill and weak.  The thought 
came that maybe I better just be excused 
today. But as I was reading, I began to 
feel strengthened—in a sense by what 
I was reading. The healing didn’t come 
immediately, but I found myself ask-
ing this individual if she’d like to hear 
another article. So I read another arti-
cle to her and I felt better. I went to 
the next room and continued on to do 
the reading, and gradually felt stronger 
with each individual I was reading to. I 
felt very much supported by the truths 
I was reading. And on a certain level I 
did realize that this was aggressive men-
tal suggestion, parading around as this 
physical problem, and that helped quite 
a bit as well.
“I would say about a half hour before I 
finished my two-hour stint, the prob-
lem was pretty much totally dissolved, 
and I walked out of there having done 
my volunteer work and feeling quite 
strong and happy and grateful I had 
confronted that aggressive suggestion 
and stood up to the error. I was very 
grateful. In this particular instance I 
saw the power of the Word—and what 
it did for me and how I felt it was prob-
ably a good support to those I was read-
ing to.”

Hear the complete audio interview with 
Steve at chbenevolent.org/carlson.

New $90,000 Matching 
Opportunity for Christian  
Science Nurses Training

Many Avenues for Christian Science Nursing

Christian Science Nursing Arts II participants from Peace Haven, The Leaves, and the BA

In the Outpatient Room 
Christian Science nurses provide skilled 
care to both children and adults in an 
outpatient room. 

In the home
This ministry is brought to individuals 
relying on Christian Science for healing 
wherever they are—both through visit-
ing Christian Science nursing services 
as well as the many individual calls that 
Christian Science nurses receive and 
respond to in the home. 

Mother and infant care service
A Mother and Infant Care service pro-
vides the loving support of Christian 
Science nursing for expectant families 
during labor and delivery; and for a 
short time after the delivery. 

At school or camp
Christian Science nurses have a joyful 
role in witnessing harmony and healing 
within a school or camp community.

Your support of our training in 
the art of Christian Science nurs-
ing is a tremendous blessing!  It is 
more than a gift to the Benevolent 
Association; it is a gift that directly 
supports healing.  It is a gift to the 
Christian Science nursing orga-
nizations, visiting services, Chris-
tian Science camps and schools, 
and individual homes where these 
Christian Science nurses serve.
Since tuition only covers a small 
portion of the costs of training, we 
need your help. Please join us in 
helping to ensure that the ministry 
of Christian Science nursing is read-
ily available throughout the Field.
Every gift you give to Christian Sci-
ence nurses training or by using the 
enclosed envelope will be matched 
through May 15, 2016 or until the 
match is met. We welcome your 
support! 
Please give today — your help is 
needed for the BA to train Chris-
tian Science nurses and to reach 
Financial Sustainability in 2016.
Phone: 1-800-662-9937 ext. 2128 
Mail: Use the enclosed envelope  
Email: chbenevolent.org/give

the Directors of The Mother Church 
seek to accomplish in organizing The 
Christian Science Benevolent Associ-
ation is one that is in direct obedience 
to our Leader’s wishes and which had 
for a long time been uppermost in her 
thought.”

So, Monty, it’s clear that Mrs. Eddy 
had been thinking about helping the 
world and meeting a need with Chris-
tian Science nursing. 
True! Around 1905, Mrs. Eddy con-
sulted with Mrs. Mary Beecher Long-
year of Brookline and Mrs. Longyear 
made a gift of over twenty acres 
of land in Brookline for the proj-
ect—and that’s where we’re sitting 
today. But it’s safe to say that the real 
“groundbreaking” work was as Mrs. 
Eddy said in her earlier note to Mrs. 
Longyear: “Our cause demands a 
wider circle of means for the ends of 
philanthropy and charity, and better 
qualifications for practical purposes.” 

thought I’d share the first paragraph.

“Our Leader was for many years deeply 
impressed with the thought that the 
Christian Science movement should 
have places where people suffering 
from ills of various sorts could retire 
for treatment, rest, and recuperation. 
The members of Mrs. Eddy’s house-
hold who ministered to her needs have 
heard her many times express herself 
quite freely on this subject. She knew 
that patients under Christian Science 
treatment were at times placed in a 
position where they needed the care 
and attention of a skillfully trained 
person who was also a Christian Sci-

entist. Her own experience had shown 
her the great need for a place of ref-
uge to which sufferers could retire, and 
where they would receive proper care 
and attention as well as freedom from 
criticism while under Christian Sci-
ence treatment. The purpose which 

time at all it was no longer needed. 
“And gratitude was a hallmark of this 
healing. As I saw the tender care of the 
Christian Science nurses, I was filled 
with gratitude because I was seeing 
them as a reflection of God. 
“There was this lovely thread of conti-
nuity throughout my stay. Each time 
my thought would try to go back to 
that evening (of the injury), it was 
immediately replaced with a picture 

Healing Atmosphere 
(continued from page 1)

An Inspired Beginning 
(continued from page 1)

of tender loving care that had been 
received here at the BA. There was this 
lovely taking off the walls of thought 
that was not true and replacing it with 
what is true, that God’s man is upright, 
whole and free and never fallen. Never 
fallen! So for this healing, and the joy 
that I had standing in church holding a 
microphone some weeks later express-
ing gratitude for my freedom, and for 
the joy that has never left me, I’m very 
grateful.”

Support the healing 
work of the BA, now 
and in the future
For today…
As a 2016 Sustaining Circle 
member, you provide essential 
funding necessary for us to offer 
our Christian Science nursing 
services. Sustain our ongoing 
services through your monthly 
gift of $84/month (or $1,000 per 
year).  Help the BA reach 
Financial Sustainability in 2016.
For the future…
Preserve this healing refuge and 
Christian Science nursing services 
for future generations.  Leave a 
legacy that supports healing by 
adding the BA to your estate 
plans or IRA. Please contact: 
Jennie Christensen 
jchristensen@chbenevolent.org 
or 800-662-9937 ext. 2116

Steve Carlson hosted and performed as comic impressionist for “BA Night at the Movies”
In a letter to a branch church, Mary 
Baker Eddy wrote, “If He be with us, 
the wayside is a sanctuary, and the des-
ert a resting-place peopled with living 
witnesses of the fact that ‘God is Love.’ 
God is universal; confined to no spot…” 
(Mis. 150:21-25).  An active practice in 
accord with the Church Manual By-law 
“Christian Science Nurse” knows no 
boundaries, and is not limited to any 
one place.  In addition to the wonderful 
refuge for healing that a Christian Sci-
ence nursing facility provides, Christian 
Science nurses minister to the needs of 
mankind in a wide variety of settings:

Share your memories 
of the BA
Join with others as we celebrate 
the BA’s ongoing healing mis-
sion and send us your cherished 
memories and healing experi-
ences. Mail us the enclosed form 
or send an email to: 
inquiry@chbenevolent.org
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Agent for The Residences 
at 910, recently shared 
some enlightening con-
versations she had with 
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day experience.  One of our residents 
spoke up and said, ‘I want people to 
know that I came here to live my life to 
the fullest.’
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year said that when she told her fellow 
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to the BA, they expressed some con-
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happy to be making this move.  She 
sold a large house that she had been 
living in and maintaining all by her-
self.  She said to me that a wonderful 
sense of freedom came when she was 
able to move into her new apartment 
at the BA.  She no longer had to worry 
about home repairs, snow removal, los-
ing electricity, or driving during storms.   
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each day, which includes a daily walk 
around our beautiful 24-acre campus.   
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family—surrounded and supported by 
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parts of the country and moved here to 
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the Boston area. This gift allows us 
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to support those who have so lov-
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of repairs to our Original Build-
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considerable amount of pain.

“My husband was traveling that week 
so he placed a call to Chestnut Hill 
Benevolent Association. My daugh-
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a tremendous welcome and such lov-
ing, tender care. I knew the blessings 
of being in this healing atmosphere. 
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that last Christmas when it was bus-
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a couple of days away. The first thing 

that I recognized was that I was going 
to be given the opportunity to be in a 
spot where I would have all reverence 
for injury replaced with a reverence for 
God. Every moment that I was here at 
the BA was an affirmation of that. 
“The loving care that was given to me 
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“One of these newest residents told 
her family that before she visited the 
BA, she was slightly concerned about 
moving to Boston.  However, once she 
came and visited, she knew within an 
hour that it was the right place for her.
“We offer a complimentary stay of at 
least two nights so you can come and 
see first-hand what it’s like to be a part 
of this wonderful community of fellow 
Christian Scientists.  Please call me 
at 617-734-5600 or email me at resi-
dences910@chbenevolent.org.”

From Museums to Concerts to the Beach
We asked Activities Coordinator 
Merrie Mizaras what she likes most 
about her job here at The Resi-
dences at 910: 
“I have fun with the lively group 
of residents who really like activi-
ties. I especially like being in this 
atmosphere.”
Merrie shared a small sampling of 
the residents’ favorite activities:

• Attending Wednesday noon
services at The Mother
Church, followed by a visit to
the Museum of Fine Arts.

• Visiting the Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum the third Thurs-
day of the month when they have
free concerts.

• Performing in their own produc-
tions of Shakespeare in a Box, spe-
cifically ‘The Taming of the Shrew.’

• Going to the beach! Hull is one of
our favorite spots.

• Exploring Spectacle Island in
Boston Harbor.

• Attending free talks by authors
and experts at Wellesley College.

Give us a try and 
stay two nights free!

If you want to learn more 
about living at The Residences 
at 910, or you are ready to 
book your complimentary 
two-night stay, please call:

617-734-5600
residences910@chbenevolent.org

www. residences910.org

Stamp
NON PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

HOLLISTON, MA 
PERMIT NO. 72 
Stamp

on the campus of the Benevolent Association

Spiritual and Inspired Living

• Active and dedicated Christian Scientists 
are the essence of our community

• Enjoy a vibrant atmosphere with convenient 
access to Boston’s diverse historic, cultural 
and outdoor amenities

Call: 617-734-5600
Email: residences910@chbenevolent.org
Website: residences910.org
Mail: 910 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

Ask about our two-night free stay!

T H E  R E S I D E N C E S  AT  9 1 0




